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The 110th Congress should authorize an independent bipartisan Commission to investigate the
failure of the federal flood protection on August 29, 2005 that flooded 80% of metro New Orleans.

This is necessary because the federally led investigation established in late 2005 was inadequate.
That investigation, conducted by the Interagency Performance Evaluation Task Force (IPET) was
managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Since the Corps of Engineers is the sole
agency responsible for the design and construction of Greater New Orleans' levee system,
such an investigation is a conflict of interest. The Corps of Engineers essentially investigated
their own work.

Every chapter of the IPET report is chaired or co-chaired
by a US Army Corps of Engineers employee.

Additionally, since the release of the IPET report on June 1, 2006, two independent levee
investigation teams (National Science Foundation/U.C. Berkeley and Team Louisiana ) have
criticized the report as incomplete and technically incorrect.

There is a pattern to the issues in dispute. In virtually all cases, the IPET report reaches
conclusions that tend to shift responsibility away from the Corps of Engineers' engineering
practices. Additionally, the report remains incomplete in areas that would address potentially
dysfunctional processes and decision making at and by the Corps.

There is reason to doubt the efficacy of the IPET/Corps report being used to construct
a flood protection system that protects the lives and property of 1.5 million Americans.
Taxpayers need a full return on the investment dollars that Congress authorizes and the
citizens of south Louisiana need the best protection possible.

We will find out what went wrong and why in order to prevent future flooding.  The
report will examine all jurisdictions, local state and federal since 1965 – the year the
Hurricane Protection Project was first authorized by Congress.  The Commission
will likely reveal weaknesses that go beyond the Corps; from the way water
projects are chosen to the way Congress funds them. Recommendations
may be given on the level of protection (e.g. 100 year storm protection).
The issue of Louisiana's disappearing coastline will be addressed.

Whatever is recommended, for the first time in history, we
will havean independent, bipartisan and comprehensive
look at the best way to protect southern Louisiana.
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Why does New Orleans need a Levee Commission?

What outcome should we expect?


